Online coverage of the literature on thermal physiology.
Online searches for research topics in thermal physiology usually do not retrieve more than 40% of the existing publications. In order to determine whether this low retrieval rate is due to deficient coverage of the literature or to problems in storage and retrieval of information, a list of 25 major papers, 25 minor papers and 15 obscure papers on thermal physiology was compiled. The 65 documents were searched online in the MEDLINE database. Retrieval rate was more than 60% for obscure papers, 80% for minor papers, and 90% for major papers. It is concluded that MEDLINE has an appropriate coverage of the literature on thermal physiology and that the low retrieval rate in online searches is due mostly to problems in information processing.